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Onyx review: A must-have utility for your
Mac software toolbox

Free utility can reach deep into macOS.

0

By Chris Barylick
Macworld | AUG 10, 2021 4:00 AM PDT

Titanium Software

At a glance
EDITORS'

Expert’s Rating ICE

* %k Kk k



https://www.macworld.com/article/234919/how-to-recover-deleted-text-messages-on-iphone.html
https://www.macworld.com/article/232651/iphone-other-storage-what-is-it-and-how-do-you-delete-it.html
https://www.macworld.com/article/226525/free-mac-apps-every-mac-user-should-have.html
https://www.macworld.com/article/234709/iphone-12-iphone-12-pro-deals-discounts-carriers-apple-store-where-to-buy.html
https://www.macworld.com/article/231118/best-antivirus-for-mac.html
https://www.macworld.com/article/231047/best-vpn-for-mac.html
https://www.macworld.com/article/331864/ios-14-5-features-airtags-siri-unlock-with-apple-watch-how-to-install.html
https://www.facebook.com/Macworld/
https://twitter.com/macworld
https://www.youtube.com/user/macworld
https://www.linkedin.com/company/macworld/
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.macworld.com%2Farticle%2F352902%2Fonyx-review-macos.html
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.macworld.com%2Farticle%2F352902%2Fonyx-review-macos.html&text=Onyx%20review%3A%20A%20must-have%20utility%20for%20your%20Mac%20software%20toolbox
https://www.linkedin.com/shareArticle?mini=true&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.macworld.com%2Farticle%2F352902%2Fonyx-review-macos.html&title=Onyx%20review%3A%20A%20must-have%20utility%20for%20your%20Mac%20software%20toolbox
https://www.reddit.com/submit?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.macworld.com%2Farticle%2F352902%2Fonyx-review-macos.html&title=Onyx%20review%3A%20A%20must-have%20utility%20for%20your%20Mac%20software%20toolbox
mailto:?Subject=Onyx%20review%3A%20A%20must-have%20utility%20for%20your%20Mac%20software%20toolbox&Body=Check%20out%20this%20article%20fromMacworld%20https%3A%2F%2Fwww.macworld.com%2Farticle%2F352902%2Fonyx-review-macos.html
javascript:window.print();
https://www.macworld.com/author/chris-barylick
https://www.macworld.com/
https://www.macworld.com/article/352902/onyx-review-macos.html#
https://www.macworld.com/
https://www.macworld.com/article/352902/onyx-review-macos.html#
https://www.macworld.com/apple
https://www.macworld.com/mac
https://www.macworld.com/iphone
https://www.macworld.com/ipad
https://www.macworld.com/apple-watch
https://www.macworld.com/apple-tv
https://www.macworld.com/audio
https://www.macworld.com/accessories
https://www.macworld.com/software

Pros Cons

o Powerful toolset o Ul needs some time to
e \ersions for older Mac learn

operating systems readily

available
Our Verdict

There’s a reason Onyx has been among the tools of choice for
Mac techies for such a long time. It offers a great set of tools
and an incredible level of customization.

Price When Reviewed

Free

Best Prices Today

Titanium Software  $0

Price comparison from over 24,000 stores worldwide

Since the days of Mac OS X 10.2 Jaguar, Onyx has been in the
arsenal of Mac techies to help fix Macs and assorted
operating system weirdness. It’s been a long time since the
heady days of 2003, and along the way, French

developer Joél Barrierehas has continuously released steady
updates of the popular free customization and maintenance
tool.

With Onyx at hand, permissions can be repaired, databases
rebuilt, file structures reorganized, hard disk structures
checked, and indexes restored. The program is excellent at
digging into deeply-rooted chunks of macOS, setting and
repairing Unix-level functions that would otherwise only be
accessed through the Mac’s Terminal program and the
command line, and rooting through odd settings to restore
functionality after you’ve slogged through strange errors and
weird behaviors from your Mac.

Onyx also combines a unique, bare-bones approach to its
user interface while offering an incredible level of
customization as to what files are affected during a repair.

Onyx is also available in a variety of flavors, with each release
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being geared towards a macOS operating system and its
specific under-the-hood features and components: Mac OS X
10.1 Puma, Mac OS X 10.2 Jaguar, Mac OS X 10.3 Panther all
the way through macOS 11 Big Sur, with a macOS Monterey
version coming soon. The older versions are continuously
hosted on the Titanium Software website, and readily
available to download if you’'re working with an old version of
Mac OS X from yesteryear that needs to be repaired.

Get the know the app first

The bad news is that while Onyx is incredibly customizable
and powerful, there is some room for error, and the utilitarian
interface doesn’t go out of its way to explain what each
component does and what changing it might do. In one of my
first experiences with Onyx back years ago, | managed to
reset the Recent Items menus, leaving me without quick
access to recently used documents and applications, which
came as a bit of a surprise.
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OnyX Maintenance Utilitie: Files Parameters Info
Some operations take a long time to complete. Wait for any selected tasks to finish.

Verifying:  Structure of the file system
Delete Time Machine local snapshots

This option speeds up the verification of the structure of the file system.

Rebuilding:  Launch Services database
This option deletes the widgets configuration.
XPC cache
Spotlight index
Mailboxes in Mail
© Rebuild the index
Delete the existing index

Disk positions on the desktop

Cleaning: @ System
Applications
Options.
Internet

Log messages and reports
Misc. options: Maintenance scripts
Fonts cache
Junk items
Recent items

Trash

Restore Defaults Run Tasks

[

The customizable Maintenance tasks screen in Onyx.
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Onyx is the kind of program you research before using and
given its potential reach into your operating system’s
components, it behooves you to read up on it or look into
some YouTube tutorial videos to get familiar with how to
operate Onyx, which items to repair via clicking checkboxes in
the menus, which items to avoid, and how to safely use the
program. The Restore Defaults option under the Maintenance
tab also comes in handy and provides an easy escape if
you’ve changed a system setting and things appear to have
gotten out of hand.

Onyx has never tried to be a jack of all trades like some of the
other Mac utilities, nor does it go out of its way to welcome
the user with a tutorial video. There are some handy FAQ links
on the Titanium Software website as to common issues Onyx
works to address. It’s to Joél Barriere’s credit that the program
is able to dive into system components as well as it does, and
Barriere’s does his homework and listens to user feedback to
create an excellent freeware program while only asking for
donations in return if the customer is satisfied with the
product.

Bottom line

There’s a reason Onyx has been among the tools of choice for
Mac techies for almost two decades now, the final program
you ran on a client’s computer to clean things up before you
wrapped things up. And while it may take a little research and
some care before using, it’s worth trying out and perhaps
adding to your selection of tools the next time you’re fixing a
Mac.

Best Prices Today

Titanium Software  $0

Price comparison from over 24,000 stores worldwide

Note: When you purchase something after clicking links in our
articles, we may earn a small commission. Read our affiliate


https://go.redirectingat.com/?id=111346X1569486&url=https://titanium-software.fr/en/onyx.html&xcust=1-1-352902-3-245841-13901%7Cxid:fr1629808651622igj&sref=https://www.macworld.com/article/352902/onyx-review-macos.html
https://www.macworld.com/about/affiliate-link-policy

link policy for more details.

Related: Utilities

Sponsored Stories

- FEED

YOUR

I Who's gonna tell you no?
Sell your old iPhone, iPad, MacBook & more with - Feed Your Happy.

Decluttr!



https://www.macworld.com/about/affiliate-link-policy
https://www.macworld.com/tradein?obOrigUrl=true
https://www.outbrain.com/what-is/default/en

9 Bogus Burglary Myths You Might Still Believe Larry David Couldn’t Curb His Anger at Alan [Gallery] Always Place A Toilet Paper Roll Under
Dershowitz in Martha’s Vineyard Grocery The Toilet Seat At Night, Here's Why

Sponsored

Read More )


http://simplisafe.com/burglary-myths?utm_medium=ppc&utm_source=outbrain&utm_campaign=Target_CPA_BrandSafe_Desktop&utm_term%7Bsection_name%7D&obOrigUrl=true
https://www.thewrap.com/larry-david-couldnt-curb-his-anger-at-alan-dershowitz-in-marthas-vineyard-grocery/?testmode=outbrain&utm_source=Outbrain&utm_medium=Discovery&utm_campaign=desktop&utm_content=Larry+David+Couldn%E2%80%99t+Curb+His+Anger+at+Alan+Dershowitz+in+Martha%E2%80%99s+Vin&utm_term=$publisher_name$_$section_name$&obOrigUrl=true
https://rfvtgb.xfreehub.com/worldwide/repair-ob?utm_source=outbrainjk&utm_campaign=xf-repair-s10-des-us-an-23081d&utm_term=$section_name$&utm_medium=$section_id$&utm_bid=$cpc$&obOrigUrl=true
https://go.health-breakthroughs.com/c3eb0910-d3e9-466a-b959-192674fa63f0?ad_id=00fd2bc518aa92b91eed095f361b3361ef&section_name=$section_name$&publisher_name=$publisher_name$&ad_title=This+Simple+Pain+Relief+Product+Gave+Me+My+Life+Back&ob_click_id=$ob_click_id$&obOrigUrl=true
https://article.smartasset.com/smartasset-28-million-v2?utm_source=outbrain&utm_campaign=out__falc_content_disrupt_desktop_tcpa_821&utm_term=$section_id$&utm_content=002c4d77f470033f31abd09cb5131ca753&obOrigUrl=true
https://mackeeper.com/link/03e9fc5c-eee7-11eb-8c75-127369ec21d1?tid_ext=1+Mistake+Almost+Every+Mac+User+Makes+Daily;$section_name$;$publisher_name$;$ob_click_id$&obOrigUrl=true
https://article.smartasset.com/smartasset-28-million-v2?utm_source=outbrain&utm_campaign=out__falc_content_disrupt_desktop_tcpa_821&utm_term=$section_id$&utm_content=002c4d77f470033f31abd09cb5131ca753&obOrigUrl=true
https://article.smartasset.com/smartasset-28-million-v2?utm_source=outbrain&utm_campaign=out__falc_content_disrupt_desktop_tcpa_821&utm_term=$section_id$&utm_content=002c4d77f470033f31abd09cb5131ca753&obOrigUrl=true

iPhone 12 and 12 Pro: Buy now or wait? Grab a 512GB M1 Mac mini for the lowest Apple Arcade FAQ: What you need to know
price ever and complete list of games

You Can Do Anything You Want In This Game Kaley Cuoco Down Sized Her Bikini (Photos)

watchOS 7.6.1 update is available with a iOS 15: How to translate almost any text in an The next AirPods: 'New in-ear shape and
security fix app shorter stems' coming this fall

Macworld is your best source for all things Apple. We give you the scoop on what's
new, what's best and how to make the most out of the products you love


https://www.macworld.com/
https://www.facebook.com/Macworld/
https://twitter.com/macworld
https://www.youtube.com/user/macworld
https://www.linkedin.com/company/macworld/
https://www.macworld.com/article/352162/iphone-12-pro-buy-or-wait-specs-price.html?obOrigUrl=true
https://www.macworld.com/article/344600/512gb-m1-mac-mini-for-the-lowest-price-ever.html?obOrigUrl=true
https://www.macworld.com/article/232599/apple-arcade-faq-list-of-games-price-compatibility-coming-soon.html?obOrigUrl=true
https://veration-cellyric.com/9d14a148-a5d3-487a-bb2f-61a8dc368faf?campaign_id=0015a85bed28a6b5adce3a1e78be3e93eb&publisher_id=$publisher_id$&publisher_name=$publisher_name$&ad_id=004fe73ac51e7e7714299e71d031c2725b&ad_title=You+Can+Do+Anything+You+Want+In+This+Game&section_id=$section_id$&section_name=$section_name$&req_id=$req_id$&promoted_link_id=004fe73ac51e7e7714299e71d031c2725b&clickid=$ob_click_id$&cpc=$cpc$&ob_click_id=$ob_click_id$&obOrigUrl=true
https://rfvtgb.xfreehub.com/worldwide/weight-ob?utm_source=outbrainjk&utm_campaign=xf-weight9-s10-des-us-an-23081d&utm_term=$section_name$&utm_medium=$section_id$&utm_bid=$cpc$&obOrigUrl=true
https://www.macworld.com/article/351480/watchos-7-6-features-bug-fixes-how-to-install.html?obOrigUrl=true
https://www.macworld.com/article/353552/how-to-ios-15-translate-text.html?obOrigUrl=true
https://www.macworld.com/article/349085/2021-airpods-pro-max-design-features-price-release.html?obOrigUrl=true



https://www.macworld.com/about/privacy
https://www.macworld.com/about/cookie-policy
https://www.macworld.com/about/member-preferences
https://www.macworld.com/about/affiliate-link-policy
https://info.wrightsmedia.com/idg-media-licensing
https://www.macworld.com/about/ccpa
https://www.macworld.com/about
https://www.macworld.com/about/contact
https://www.idg.com/our-brands/macworld/
https://www.idg.com/idg-ad-choices/
https://www.idg.com/work-here/
https://www.macworld.co.uk/
https://macworld.idg.se/
https://www.macwelt.de/
https://simplecirc.com/subscribe/macworld
https://simplecirc.com/subscriber_login/macworld
https://www.macworld.com/newsletters/signup
https://www.idg.com/terms-of-service-agreement/

