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A still shot from 'Ithaka’, a documentary about the life and imprisonment of WikiLeaks founder Julian Assange. (Courtesy of Shipton House)

By Chris Barylick
For the Diamondback

Ithaka, a documentary about the life and imprisonment of WikiLeaks founder Julian Assange, was
presented to a full house at the Philip Merrill College of Journalism’s Eaton Theater on Wednesday

afternoon followed by a Q&A panel with Assange’s father. Click here to

get started!

The documentary follows John Shipton, Julian Assange’s father, on a crusade to see his son freed from
prison, or at least not to be extradited to a worse prison than HM Prison Belmarsh, the correctional

site in London where he’s currently being held.

The 106-minute film opens with a quote about torture that’s followed by the famed footage of Julian

Assange being carried out of the Ecuadorian embassy in London by police officers in 2019.
[La Gente organization looks to connect UMD students passionate about Latino policy]

Assange, who founded WikiLeaks in 2006, has been an infamous figure. The site has been able to
break momentous stories about topics such as war crimes, privacy intrusion, and corporate and
government-based corruption, and also released the 2016 Democratic National Committee emails,
highlighting the political party’s preference of Hillary Clinton over Bernie Sanders as the Democratic

nominee for that election cycle. This has led to accolades from the media, with many seeing it as a form

of unconventional but effective journalism reflective of a free press.

Assange’s career and publication path led to a mix of political and legal backlash from corporations
and governments with criticism that hacking techniques may have been used to obtain sensitive
information. The WikiLeaks website had become a safe “anonymous dropbox” through which
whistleblowers could deposit documents and tips for consideration to be published, even as Assange

dealt with legal and political pressure.

In May 2019, the United States increased the legal pressure already being applied to Assange, adding
17 counts of espionage to the charges against him. No journalist had ever been charged with espionage

up until that time.

[Maryland Senate passes bill enhancing protections for child sexual abuse victims]

While the Ithaka documentary is laden with politics, it also centers on the human toll that Assange’s
imprisonment has led to. The film focuses on John Shipton, Assange’s father, and Stella Assange,
Assange’s wife, and their struggle to remain in touch with Julian, deal with the personal turmoil of a
loved one being imprisoned, try to get the word out to legal and political advocates who can help him

and try to care for Assange’s family.

The footage, which is at times is wrenching as it focuses on Assange’s struggles with depression and
potential suicide within prison, also includes bits of warmth and humanity as John Shipton plays with
his grandchildren and talks with the supporters who appear to support Assange during his legal
battles.

Following the presentation, John Shipton, Barry Pollack, a D.C.-based attorney representing Assange,
and Gabriel Shipton, Assange’s half-brother and a producer behind Ithaka, took questions.

“That’s the price we pay for a free press. I mean, we don’t allow the United States government to be the
editor in chief, to decide what stories they believe damaged national security through the stories, they

don’t. They allow publishers to make those decisions,” Pollack said

When asked about the work that went into making the documentary, Gabriel Shipton cited the 230
days worth of footage that had to be edited down to under a two-hour run time as well as the need to
give the film a human touch to get away from some of the controversy that tends to arrive when the

topic of Julian Assange is brought up.

“That’s another reason why we honed in on John and Stella’s story, you know, they’re like our Trojan

horse, if you will,” Shipton said. “This is about John and Stella.”

John Shipton weighed in on the impact of family ties.

“Once you have children, things change a lot. Mothers and fathers put things on the line. It’s not
something you reach inside yourself, that’s manifested inside,” Shipton said. “It’s something that

compels you. You don’t have reasoning power over this thing that compels you from within.”

“I feel like it was amazing, a phenomenal documentary,” said Jamille Whitlow, a journalism graduate
student. “I knew nothing about WikiLeaks or even Julian’s case. So it’s really eye-opening as a

journalist, an aspiring one myself.*

PLEASE SUPPORT OUR JOURNALISM BY DONATING TO THE DIAMONDBACK.

CATEGORIES: Campus News
TAGGED: documentary films government Julian Assange politics umd wikileaks
> X
Lost Surfboards

AL S
N &

3

\‘ -‘

Follow Lost stories, videos, and athletes. Free Shipping on US Orders Open )

Lost

Recommended Articles

UMD GSG calls for mandatory periodical faculty,
staff sensitivity training

La Gente organization looks to connect UMD
students passionate about Latino policy

Creative placemaking minor sparks art,
community building ambitions in College Park
1 day ago

3 days ago 4 days ago

News Sports Diversions Opinion Multimedia Other Links
Campus Field Hockey Arts Column Podcasts Advertising
Local Football Books Guest Column Video Awards
Nation Men's Basketball Campus Life Staff Editorial Classifieds
Science & Tech Men's Lacrosse Culture Cartoon Contact Us
State Men's Soccer Fashion Puzzles
World Women's Basketball Food Donate
Women's Lacrosse Gaming Policies
Women's Soccer Movies Print Archive
Volleyball Music Privacy
Tech Sponsored Articles
The Dive The David E. Mills Memorial
TV Scholarship
The Diamondback Store
Work With Us
Contact Us

3150 South Campus Dining Hall
University of Maryland
College Park, MD 20742

Newsroom: 301-314-8200
(4:30 p.m. to midnight, Sundays through Thursdays)

PLEASE HELP! H

We are the independent student run newspaper at
The University of Maryland. We receive no
unmiversity financing, no siate funds, or public
support. If The Diamondback is imporiant to you,
please consider a tax-deductible contribution to

o 201-276-5770
X 5s hours, Mondays through Fridays)

ected Facebook Twitter Instagram YouTube © 2023 The Diamondback

help us make ends meet. Thank you.

o: CLICK HERE

THEDeNONDBALK The Diamondback is published by Maryland Media, Inc a non-profit corporation


https://dbknews.com/
https://dbknews.com/category/news/campus/
https://dbknews.com/category/news/
https://dbknews.com/author/freelancereporter/
https://dbknews.com/2023/03/20/julian-assange-documentary-ithaka/#share-facebook
https://dbknews.com/2023/03/20/julian-assange-documentary-ithaka/#share-twitter
mailto:?body=https://dbknews.com/2023/03/20/julian-assange-documentary-ithaka/
https://dbknews.com/category/news/campus/
https://dbknews.com/category/news/
https://dbknews.com/tag/documentary/
https://dbknews.com/tag/films/
https://dbknews.com/tag/government/
https://dbknews.com/tag/julian-assange/
https://dbknews.com/tag/politics/
https://dbknews.com/tag/umd/
https://dbknews.com/tag/wikileaks/
https://dbknews.com/2023/03/17/la-gente-organization-latino-policy/
https://dbknews.com/2023/03/16/maryland-legislature-child-victims-act/
https://donate.dbknews.com/
https://issuu.com/thediamondback/docs/march_madness_2023
https://dbknews.com/category/news/
https://dbknews.com/category/news/campus/
https://dbknews.com/category/news/local/
https://dbknews.com/category/news/nation/
https://dbknews.com/category/news/science-tech/
https://dbknews.com/category/news/state/
https://dbknews.com/category/news/world/
https://dbknews.com/category/sports/
https://dbknews.com/category/sports/field-hockey/
https://dbknews.com/category/sports/football/
https://dbknews.com/category/sports/basketball/mens-basketball/
https://dbknews.com/category/sports/lacrosse/mens-lacrosse/
https://dbknews.com/category/sports/soccer/mens-soccer/
https://dbknews.com/category/sports/basketball/womens-basketball/
https://dbknews.com/category/sports/lacrosse/womens-lacrosse/
https://dbknews.com/category/sports/soccer/womens-soccer/
https://dbknews.com/category/sports/volleyball/
https://dbknews.com/category/diversions/
https://dbknews.com/category/diversions/arts/
https://dbknews.com/category/diversions/books/
https://dbknews.com/category/diversions/campus-life/
https://dbknews.com/category/diversions/culture/
https://dbknews.com/category/diversions/fashion/
https://dbknews.com/category/diversions/food/
https://dbknews.com/category/diversions/gaming/
https://dbknews.com/category/diversions/movies/
https://dbknews.com/category/diversions/music/
https://dbknews.com/category/diversions/tech/
https://dbknews.com/category/diversions/the-dive/
https://dbknews.com/category/diversions/tv/
https://dbknews.com/category/opinion/
https://dbknews.com/category/opinion/column/
https://dbknews.com/category/opinion/guest-column/
https://dbknews.com/category/opinion/staff-editorial/
https://dbknews.com/category/opinion/cartoon/
https://dbknews.com/category/multimedia/
https://dbknews.com/category/multimedia/podcasts/
https://dbknews.com/category/multimedia/video/
https://dbknews.com/category/other-links/
https://dbknews.com/advertising/
https://dbknews.com/awards/
https://dbknews.com/classifieds/
https://dbknews.com/contact-us/
https://dbknews.com/puzzles/
https://donate.dbknews.com/
https://dbknews.com/policies/
https://issuu.com/thediamondback
https://dbknews.com/privacy/
https://dbknews.com/category/sponsored/
https://form.jotform.com/90953534146157
http://dbknews.com/store/
http://dbknews.com/jobs/
https://www.facebook.com/TheDiamondback/
https://twitter.com/thedbk
https://www.instagram.com/thedbk/
https://www.youtube.com/user/DiamondbackVideo
https://dbknews.com/
https://goo.gl/maps/14QKBBK8x1v
tel:3013148200
tel:3013148000
http://marylandmedia.org/
https://dbknews.com/2023/03/19/umd-gsg-faculty-staff-sensitivity/
https://dbknews.com/author/mbarakat/
https://dbknews.com/2023/03/19/umd-gsg-faculty-staff-sensitivity/
https://dbknews.com/2023/03/17/la-gente-organization-latino-policy/
https://dbknews.com/author/mbarakat/
https://dbknews.com/2023/03/17/la-gente-organization-latino-policy/
https://dbknews.com/2023/03/17/creative-placemaking-minor-public-art-college-park/
https://dbknews.com/author/natalieweger/
https://dbknews.com/2023/03/17/creative-placemaking-minor-public-art-college-park/
https://dbknews.com/category/news/
https://dbknews.com/category/sports/
https://dbknews.com/category/diversions/
https://dbknews.com/category/opinion/
https://dbknews.com/category/multimedia/
https://dbknews.com/category/dbk-en-espanol/
https://dbknews.com/puzzles/
https://dbknews.com/advertising/
https://dbknews.com/contact-us/
https://donate.dbknews.com/
https://dbknews.com/tips/
https://dbknews.us9.list-manage.com/subscribe/post?u=589bc6727b2e01217b65a369e&id=bfdcfcc0db
https://jobs.dbknews.com/
https://www.facebook.com/TheDiamondback/
https://twitter.com/thedbk
https://www.instagram.com/thedbk/
https://www.youtube.com/user/DiamondbackVideo

