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CCleaner review: A flexible Mac utility for
clearing clutter

A techie staple that stands the test of time.
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Pros Cons

e Impressive customization e User interface is a little
tools clunky

e Excellent control over
storage

Our Verdict

CCleaner achieves what it sets out to do: help clean up
gigabytes of cache files, internet history files, and locate and
purge large files on your Mac, all with an impressive level of
control.

Price When Reviewed

Free; $29.99 Pro version

Best Prices Today

Piriform Software $24.95

Price comparison from over 24,000 stores worldwide

Piriform’s CCleaner, which was initially created to help clean
up Registry files on Windows-based machines, made its way
to the Mac in the Mac OS X 10.7 Lion days and hasn’t looked
back. It’s been a techie staple on Macs, Windows PCs, and
Android-based computers for years now, and rightfully so.

Designed as freeware with an option to pay for a professional
version and its appropriate annual license, CCleaner achieves
what it sets out to do: help clean up gigabytes of cache files,
internet history files, and locate and purge large files on your
Mac, all with an impressive level of control. CCleaner may not
be as flashy as its competitors but it gets the job done.

You provide CCleaner with full hard disk access in the macOS
Security and Privacy preference pane, and the software goes
to work. A series of convenient modules (Mac OS X and
Applications under the Cleaner tab, as well as Uninstall,
Startup, Erase Free Space, Large File Finder, and Duplicate
File Finder under the Options tab) provide easy access to
specific tools. It’s easy to both analyze a hard drive to
determine how much space certain files might be taking up,
as well as view and organize a full list based on names and file
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The Options tab lets you dive in and customize just about
anything you want, including which cookies you want to save
or purge and the deletion method to be used (“Normal file
deletion,” which is faster or “Secure file deletion,” which is
slower), Smart Cleaning preferences for files and specific web
browser behavior, and user management so the professional
version of CCleaner can be configured to specific users on
your Mac. Per the professional version of CCleaner, your
annual fee nets you active file monitoring, automatic updates
in the background, full access for all users on your Mac, and
premium tech support.

Piriform seems to know what CCleaner’s strengths are and
builds them out over time instead of jumping to the next shiny
new feature which would change the software outright. It's
capable of an amazing amount of customization,
configuration, and removes gigabytes of clutter at a time while
functioning well, and no issues arose while testing it under
macOS 11.5 Big Sur.

Windows look and feel



If there’s something to nitpick with CCleaner, it comes down to
its user interface, which feels like a quick Windows port and
carries that clunkiness with it. Where the Online Help link in
the main menu takes you to a website with useful FAQ and
community links, the Check for Updates link doesn’t perform a
version check, instead taking you to a website to purchase a
fully licensed copy. This isn’t what the user expects and is
more problematic than it should be, especially if your goal was
to locate, download, and work with the newest version of
CCleaner. The user interface questions are probably a source
of continuous debate, since CCleaner has had a similar look

and feel for the better part of 20 years.
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Bottom line

It may not be as eye-catching or as shiny as some of its
competitors, but what CCleaner seeks to accomplish, it does
well, and it’s actually fun to dive into this level of customization
in the macOS. Pair this with your favorite Mac utilities and you
have something that can truly help keep your Mac’s storage in
order, a facet that is not to be underestimated.

Best Prices Today

Piriform Software $24.95

Price comparison from over 24,000 stores worldwide

Note: When you purchase something after clicking links in our
articles, we may earn a small commission. Read our affiliate
link policy for more details.
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